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MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRINCIPAL
Thank you for considering GPUTC for your 

Sixth Form education.

We are proud to be building a dynamic and 
growing Sixth Form that continues to go 
from strength to strength. Our curriculum is 
firmly rooted in STEM education and reflects 
our vision as a University Technical College 
(UTC).

Many of our students choose to stay with us 
beyond Year 11, and we are also seeing an 
increasing number of students from other 
schools join us to pursue our specialised 
STEM pathway. This growth reflects the 
strength of our offer and the positive 
outcomes our students are achieving.

This prospectus outlines the diverse range 
of courses we provide, including T-Levels, 
Science, Maths, Business, Art, and more. 
We are continually working with our valued 
Industry Partners to enhance our students’ 
experience, offering them opportunities for 
apprenticeships and real-world workplace 
exposure.

We are also excited to share that we have 
recently secured funding for the Turin 
Scheme, which will enable some of our 
students to study abroad—an incredible 
opportunity that will further enrich their 
education and personal development.

The release of this prospectus and our 
upcoming Sixth Form Open Evening mark the 
beginning of the formal transition process 
from Year 11 to Sixth Form. After reviewing 
our prospectus and/or visiting us in person, 
you will be invited to complete an application 
form, which begins your journey with us. 
Each application is carefully reviewed by our 
Sixth Form Team, who will then be in touch 
to guide you through the next steps. 

STEM-Focused Education 
GPUTC is Peterborough’s only STEM-
specialist secondary school, dedicated 
to Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics for students aged 11–18. 
 

Industry-Led Learning 
The curriculum is shaped and 
supported by local and national 
employers, giving students hands-
on experience through real employer 
projects, site visits, and mentoring. 
 

Pathways to the Future 
Students can study T Levels, A Levels 
and Technical Qualifications designed 
to lead directly into apprenticeships, 
university or skilled employment. 
 

Strong Employer Partnerships 
GPUTC works with leading companies 
including Caterpillar Perkins, Baker 
Perkins, Howden Chart Industries, 
Omega Sinto, and Anglian Water to help 
students gain valuable industry insight. 
 

Workforce of Tomorrow 
With core values of Respect, Responsi-
bility, Readiness and Resilience, GPUTC 
prepares students to enter the world of 
work with confidence, professionalism, 

and purpose.
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE HEAD OF 
SIXTH FORM

Thank you for your interest in the Sixth Form 
at Greater Peterborough UTC. We’re excited 

to welcome driven, high-achieving students 
into a community focused on academic and 
professional excellence.

Our vision is to inspire and challenge students, 
setting them on a clear path toward top 
universities, apprenticeships, and competitive 
careers. Built on the principles of inclusivity, 
collaboration, and high standards, our Sixth 
Form encourages ambition, integrity, and a 
commitment to success.

Through strong partnerships with industry 
professionals, businesses, and universities, 
students gain real-world experience and insights 
that enrich their learning far beyond the 
classroom. Our supportive environment, 
expert guidance, and cutting-edge 
facilities help foster intellectual 
curiosity, personal growth, and 
a proactive mindset.

Joining GPUTC Sixth 
Form means becoming 
part of a community that 
supports your aspirations 
and helps you reach your 
full potential. We wish 
you every success in your 
final GCSE year and look 
forward to welcoming you 
in September.



Peterborough’s Economic Growth Strategy, 
approved in late 2024, sets a clear 
direction for the city’s future — one built 
on sustainability, innovation, inclusivity, 
connectivity, and attractiveness. Its 
vision is to make Peterborough a city of 
opportunity, where residents enjoy access 
to well-paid, high-skill jobs, improved 
wellbeing, and a thriving environment. 
 
At  the  heart of the strategy are key 
priorities that directly connect to the 
education and training we deliver at 
GPUTC: 
 
Innovation and Diversity 
Developing adaptable, creative thinkers 
who can shape the next generation of 
advanced industries. 
 
Inclusivity 
Ensuring every student has access to 
career pathways that lead to meaningful, 
skilled employment. 

Attractiveness 
Encouraging civic pride through projects 

that strengthen community and enhance 
the city’s appeal. 
 
Connectivity 
Emphasising the importance of digital 
literacy, transport innovation, and modern 
infrastructure. 
 
To deliver on this vision, the council’s plan 
identifies “game-changing interventions” 
in areas such as skills and talent 
development, urban regeneration, and 
environmental innovation. 
 
At Greater Peterborough UTC, we monitor 
these local growth priorities and the Local 
Skills Improvement Plan (LSIP) closely. 
Our employer-led curriculum, T Level 
placements, and technical qualifications 
are carefully designed to align student 
learning with the skills our region needs 
most. By doing so, we ensure our learners 
leave GPUTC ready to contribute to 
Peterborough’s sustainable and prosperous 
future — as innovators, engineers, and 
skilled professionals shaping the workforce 
of tomorrow.

ALIGNING SKILLS WITH  
PETERBOROUGH’S  
ECONOMIC GROW TH PLAN



ABOUT GPUTC 
SIXTH FORM

At Greater Peterborough UTC’s Sixth Form, 
your Post-16 years become the launch-

pad for meaningful futures. Here, you will 
combine rigorous STEM-based academic 
study (A-Levels or T-Levels) with authentic 
technical specialisms, all delivered in part-
nership with industry leaders. You’ll spend 
your time learning not just what is in the 
textbooks, but what matters in the work-
place: tackling real employer projects, using 
industry-standard equipment in cutting-edge 
workshops, and gaining guided work experi-
ence that builds both skills and confidence. 

Because our Sixth Form cohort is smaller, 
every student is known, supported and en-
couraged. A dedicated Head of KS5, a KS5 
Support Officer, tailored career guidance, 
and enrichment activities ensure that your 
individual ambitions are recognised, nur-
tured and realised. 

The curriculum is built around your next 
steps: whether you’re aiming for university, 

a higher or degree apprenticeship, or en-
tering employment directly, we equip you to 
succeed. You’ll graduate with qualifications 
prized by higher education and recognized 
by employers, but importantly also with real 
experience of solving problems, teamwork, 
communication, and professional behav-
iours—things that make applications stand 
out and interviews flow naturally. 

Our employer partnerships are central to 
how we do things. Local, National and In-
ternational businesses not only help shape 
what you study but also offer live project 
briefs, work placements, mentoring, insight 
days, and networking opportunities. These 
links open doors: meeting people in the field, 
seeing first-hand what workplaces expect, 
and in many cases, laying the foundations 
for apprenticeships or roles after you finish.

Success at GPUTC is measured by what hap-
pens next. Our students consistently move 
into STEM-related employment, training, 
apprenticeships or university courses. Every 
leaver is supported to find a destination that 
matches their skills, interests and poten-
tial. The knowledge, technical expertise, 

real-world experience and 
professionalism you gain 
here make that possible.

In short: GPUTC Sixth Form 
is more than studying for 
exams. It is about becom-
ing the kind of candidate 
that top employers want, 
and the kind of student 
that top universities value. 
Here, your next steps don’t 
have to be uncertain—they 
can be confident.



We assess every application on academic 
potential alone—your ability, your ambition, 
your readiness. These are the qualities we 
believe help students thrive here:

Key Qualities
• Ambitious & Aspirational — aiming high, 

setting goals, wanting to improve.
• Motivated & Committed — consistency, 

effort and staying the course, even when 
it’s challenging.

• Self-Discipline & Independence — meet-
ing deadlines, working independently, 
managing your time.

• Logical Thinker & Open-Minded — ana-
lysing problems clearly, being curious, 
being ready to learn new ideas.

Academic & Subject Interest
• Strong performance in relevant 

subject(s).
• Genuine interest in the subject(s) you 

apply for — shown through reading, 
projects, coursework, extra-learning.

• Thoughtful choices: you pick courses that 
inspire you and that you’ll work hard for.

Wider Engagement & Attributes
• Evidence of involvement beyond the 

classroom: clubs, volunteering, work 
experience.

• Ability to communicate, work with others, 
and collaborate.

• Resilience: bouncing back from set-
backs, learning from mistakes.

What We Expect
• Attendance, punctuality, reliability.
• Respect, positive attitude, readiness to 

contribute in class and in a team.
• Willingness to ask questions, push your-

self and go beyond the minimum.

If you bring these qualities—strong grades, 
real curiosity, and the drive to grow—you’ll 
make the most of what we offer and be well 
prepared for your next steps.

WHAT WE LOOK FOR  
IN POST-16 STUDENTS



What You Can Do 

Additional Academic Qualifications — EPQ, 
Further Mathematics 

Professional / Technical Qualifications — 
CAD, First Aid, Health & Safety 

Clubs, Societies & Competitions — 
Airgineers; STEM Racing; Hackathons; Field 
Gun 

Residentials & University Outreach 
Programmes — STEM Smart at Cambridge; 
STEM Potential at Imperial 

What It Shows & Why It’s Valued

Demonstrates capacity for independent 
research and handling demanding content; 
great for rigorous academic courses.

Adds practical, recognised skills; shows 
responsibility and readiness for both work 
and study environments.

Proves teamwork, problem solving, creativity 
and technical interest; gives concrete 
evidence of applying subject knowledge 
outside of classes.

Offers exposure to university-level teaching, 
specialist masterclasses, insight into life at 
top universities; helps you make informed 
choices and strengthens your application.

WHY SUPER-CURRICULARS MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE

For places at Oxford Cambridge and other top universities, or for the highly competitive 
areas of degree level apprenticeships excellent grades are essential—but they are no 
longer enough by themselves. Super-curricular activities show admissions tutors that 
you are intellectually curious, self-motivated, and ready to engage deeply with your 
chosen subject beyond the classroom.

At our UTC you’ll have unique access to these kinds of opportunities — ones that often 
aren’t available at regular Post-16 colleges.

Here are just some of the enriching activities you could get involved with at our UTC. 
These help you stand out in university and apprenticeship applications (especially for 
competitive destinations like Oxbridge).



The 5 Stems of  Educat ion – Preparing 
Post -16 Students for  the Future
At Greater Peterborough UTC, our Five Stems of Education underpin everything we do, shaping 
post-16 students into confident, capable, and career-ready young adults. These principles 
combine academic rigour, technical expertise, and personal development, ensuring our students 
are fully equipped to thrive in university, higher apprenticeships, and the workplace.
Behaviour for Learning - creating a culture of professionalism and respect. High expectations, 
clear routines, and a focus on self-discipline prepare students for the realities of higher education 
and employment.

Integrity & Respect - form the foundation of our community. We expect our students to act with 
honesty, empathy, and purpose—values that define both strong leaders and responsible citizens.
Inclusive Teaching - ensure every learner is supported and challenged to reach their full potential. 
Through carefully planned lessons, data-driven teaching, and targeted intervention, students are 
guided to achieve beyond expectation.

Exploration & Innovation - encourages curiosity and creativity, linking learning directly to real 
industry challenges. Our students work with local and national employers, applying STEM 
knowledge to genuine projects that develop both technical and transferable skills.
Assessment & Feedback - keeps students on a clear path of improvement. Regular assessment 
and constructive feedback help students take ownership of their progress, reflect on their 
learning, and develop resilience in pursuit of excellence.

Together, these five stems represent our shared vision: to nurture the innovators, engineers, and 
professionals of tomorrow through education that is ambitious, inclusive, and industry-focused.

GPUTC / THE 5 STEMS 
OF EDUCATION

INCLUSIVE TEACHING

INTEGRITY & RESPECT

BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING

ASSESSMENT & FEEDBACK

EXPLORATION & INNOVATION

1
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CREATING THE WORKFORCE OF TOMORROW



OUR INDUSTRY PARTNERS
‘Creating the Workforce of Tomorrow’

Partnerships in Action at GPUTC
At GPUTC, we believe that strong 
industry connections are the key 
to preparing our students for the 
future. We take pride in ourselves 
on how we connect education 
with industry. Through our valued 
business partnerships, we work 
closely with employers to ensure 
our curriculum aligns with real-
world industry needs, helping to 
bridge the skills gap in science, 
engineering, manufacturing and 
technology.

Partner Engagement & GPUTC’s 
Curriculum Difference
At Greater Peterborough UTC 
(GPUTC), we do education differently 
- and that difference gives you an 
edge.

Our mission is to bridge the gap 
between education and industry, 
partners from global engineering 
firms to local innovative businesses 
who are actively involved in shaping 
your learning.

What does this mean for you?
Real-world projects  
Many of your assignments will be 
inspired by, or delivered with, real 

companies. You’ll solve problems 
that businesses are actually working 
on.

Employer-led experiences 
You’ll meet professionals, visit 
workplaces, and gain insight 
into industries like advanced 
manufacturing, engineering and 
digital technologies.

Workplace ready skills 
You will develop not just academic 
knowledge but also professional and 
entrepreneurial skills that employers 
value, including communication, 
teamwork and digital literacy.

The UTC Difference
Unlike a traditional school, GPUTC 
offers a STEM focused curriculum 
that blends academic excellence 
with employer led learning. 
Our schools values - Respect, 
Responsibility, Readiness and 
Resilience - run through everything 
we do, preparing you to succeed not 
just in exams but in life and work.

When joining GPUTC, you’re not just 
preparing for qualifications you are 
preparing to step confidently into 
the future.



OUR CAREERS VISION 
AND STRATEGY

At Greater Peterborough UTC, our vision 
is clear — to create the workforce of 

tomorrow. We prepare our students not just 
for exams, but for meaningful careers in the 
industries shaping our future. 
 
Our careers strategy is built around real-
world learning, professional behaviours, 
and employer engagement. Every student 
benefits from a structured programme that 
supports them to explore, plan and progress 
— all aligned with the Gatsby Benchmarks for 
excellent career guidance. 
 
From the moment students join our Sixth 
Form, they’re immersed in opportunities 
that connect learning to life beyond the 
classroom. This includes: 
 
Employer-Led Projects:
Students work on live briefs set by local and 
national industry partners, gaining hands-on 
experience in sectors such as engineering, 
manufacturing, computing and design. 
 
Meaningful Work Placements: Every T Level 
and Sixth Form pathway includes a work-

based element, giving students valuable 
experience and professional confidence 
before they leave education. 
 
Career Guidance and Mentoring: 
Personalised support from our dedicated 
Careers and Industry team helps students 
identify their aspirations, understand the 
routes available — including apprenticeships, 
higher education, and direct employment — 
and take informed next steps. 
 
Business Partner Engagement: Through 
events such as our Business Partner Days, 
Employer Projects, and Alumni Networking 
Sessions, students meet professionals, 
gain insights into industry trends, and build 
networks that last well beyond their time at 
GPUTC. 
 
Our approach ensures every student 
develops the skills, readiness and resilience 
needed to thrive in the modern workforce. 
By the time they complete Sixth Form, our 
students leave as confident, capable young 
professionals — ready to take their next step 
towards a successful future.









 





Entry Requirements:
• 5 GCSE Grades 9-4, with at least a Grade 5 in English and 

Grade 5 in Maths.
• Prior study of GCSE, Level 2 BTEC, or Tech Level Business Studies 

is desirable but not required





Entry Requirements:
• Grade 6 in Chemistry GCSE or 
• Grade 6/6 in Combined Science GCSE
• Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics
• Grade 5 in GCSE English Language

Overview: A Level Chemistry at a UTC offers a comprehensive study of chemical principles and their practical 
applications. In our unique setting, students have access to industry-standard lab facilities, allowing them to 
experience the practical side of chemistry that aligns closely with real-world industry practices. This hands-on 
approach helps students to not only master theoretical concepts but also to develop the technical skills needed for 
further study and employment in chemical and related fields.

Why Study A Level Chemistry?
Chemistry is known as the central science, bridging the gap between biology and physics, and providing a foundation 
for understanding the material world. It plays a crucial role in numerous industries, including pharmaceuticals, 
engineering, environmental science, and more. A Level Chemistry is ideal for students who enjoy problem-solving and 
practical work, and it opens doors to a wide range of scientific and technical degrees and careers.

Potential Career Pathways:
A Level Chemistry is essential for those aiming to pursue university courses in:- 

•  Medicine
•  Chemical Engineering
•  Biochemistry

•  Environmental Science
•  Pharmacy

It is also highly valuable for careers in research, forensics, materials science, and the energy sector.





Entry Requirements:
• Grade 5 in GCSE English, Grade 5 in GCSE Maths, and 

Grade 5 in GCSE Computer Science or Grade 6 in ICT.



Entry Requirements:
There are no formal entry requirements for EPQ. 
The EPQ is a qualification offered within the T-Level Transition Pathway and completed during lesson time. 
Additionally, A-Level and T-Level students can choose to complete the EPQ as an enrichment option over the course 
of two years, on top of their sixth form studies.



Entry Requirements:
• Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics

Must be taken alongside A Level Mathematics









Entry Requirements:
• Grade 6 in Physics GCSE or 
• Grade 6/6 in Combined Science GCSE
• Grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics
• Grade 5 in GCSE English Language





Entry Requirements:
• Grade 5 in GCSE English Language, Maths, and a

Design and Technology-related subject (or equivalent).
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Transition Programme – Pathway to Level 3 T-Level Engineering

This specially designed year supports students who are resitting a GCSE in English or Maths, 
while also undertaking a bridging qualification to prepare them for the full Level 3 T-Level in 
Engineering.
• If you are resitting GCSE Maths, you will also take the Extended Project Qualification 
• If you are resitting GCSE English, you will instead take Core Maths.

Through this programme you will:
• Secure the essential GCSE grade you need to progress.

• Develop valuable higher-level skills: quantitative reasoning and problem solving via Core  
Maths, or independent research and project management via the EPQ. (EPQ is a Level 3 
qualification worth up to 28 UCAS points and recognised by universities and employers.) 

• Build confidence, discipline and readiness for the technical demands of the T-Level in 
Engineering — you’ll be better prepared to engage with hands-on workshops, industry-led 
projects and the higher expectations of study and employment.

• Receive tailored support: focused tuition and revision for the resit, structured lessons 
for Core Maths or the EPQ, and mentoring to align your learning with your next steps in 
engineering.

• Transition smoothly into your Level 3 Engineering programme, having already developed 
the academic foundation, independent learning mindset and professionalism required by both 
universities and employers.



GPUTC has an employer led curriculum focused on Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths.

Our industry links focus on the skills and behaviours needed for the 21st centry
workplace.

Our partners support us in many different ways by advising on skills needed,
providing focused placements, running workshops, support curriculum design
and also access to specialist industry equipment.

Our links with industry continue to expand within GPUTC and our Sixth Form.  
Students have more opportunities to excel and stand out more that any other
local school.

Why Pick Greater Peterborough UTC 
for T-Levels

‘Pupils understand the uniqueness of the school and
its curriculum.  There is an emphasis on Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM)
subjects.  Pupils enjoy working in their well-equipped
engineering suites and learning through their
carefully planned project-based activities.’



WHAT WILL YOU LEARN?
Year 1 - ENGINEERING - CORE KNOWLEDGE 

1 Working within the engineering and manufacturing sectors

2 Engineering and manufacturing past, present, and future 

3 Engineering representations 

4 Essential mathematics for engineering and manufacturing 

5 Essential science for engineering and manufacturing 

6 Materials and their properties 

7 Mechanical principles 

8 Electrical and electronic principles

9 Mechatronics 

10 Engineering and manufacturing control systems 

11 Quality management 

12 Health and safety principles and coverage 

13 Business, commercial and financial awareness 

14 Professional responsibilities, attitudes, and behaviours 

15 Stock and asset management 

16 Continuous improvement 

17 Project and programme management 

T- Level Pathways September 2024

Design and Development for Engineering and Manufacture
T - Level Pathways

Design and Development for Engineering and Manufacture



WHAT WILL YOU LEARN?
YEAR 2 - OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALISM - CORE
KNOWLEDGE 

Learners will develop their knowledge and understanding of,

and skills in:

Knowledge of design methodologies and processes.

Knowledge of the tools, equipment and materials

used in mechanical engineering

Knowledge of mathematical theories and methods

used in mechanical engineering

Skills in producing mechanical drawings and

representations

Skills in designing and developing working models

Skills in testing models and prototypes

T- Level Pathways September 2024

Design and Development for Engineering and Manufacture
T - Level Pathways

Design and Development for Engineering and Manufacture



APPLICATION PROCESS
All applications to GPUTC should be made via our website - www.gputc.org

Use the QR code below to access the application form.

Remember that when you fill out the application to ensure the information given is accurate 
places are given provisionally based on the accuracy of the information given. If you have any 
questions about the admissions process, please contact our admissions team – admissions@
gputc.org

APPLICATION KEY DATES
1st October 2025     Round 1 Admissions Open
12th December  2025   Round 1 Admissions Close
December 2025     Admissions Interviews start (weekday Interviews)
10th January 2026    Saturday Interview Day 09:00 – 13:00
12th January 2026    Round 2 Admissions Open
27th February 2026    Round 2 Admissions Close
March 2026     Round 2 Interviews (weekday Interviews)
TBC March 2026     Saturday Interview Day

Round 3 Application Process may open in  April 2026  
However this isn’t guaranteed – Apply early to avoid disappointment

Other Key Dates for the Diary
21st October 2025    Sixth Form Open Evening
7th February 2026    Post 16 Open Morning
14th March 2026     T Level Taster Session 1 09:00 -13:00
20th June 2026 T    Level Taster Session 2 09:00 – 13:00
w/c 22nd June 2026   Post 16 Transition Day



Park Crescent, Peterborough PE1 4DZ
www.gputc.org                 Tel: 01733 715950               email: office@gputc.org

Follow us on our socials


